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ESA Overview 

 

 

 
"My lawyer finally got me on the endangered-species list!" 
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The ESA Basics 

The ESA authorizes the Secretaries of Interior and 
Commerce to conserve fish, wildlife and plants 
facing extinction by: 

(1) listing species as threatened or endangered 

(2) designating critical habitat 

(3) enforcing the prohibition on take of listed species 

(4) Consulting to ensure that actions funded or 
authorized by federal agencies do not jeopardize 
listed species or adversely modify critical habitat 
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The ESA Basics 

ÅProcedural and substantive requirements 

ÅImplemented by U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Services (FWS) and the National Marine 

Fisheries Service (NMFS) (the ñServicesò) 
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ESA Listing 

Identifying species for possible designation 
as endangered or threatened 

ÅA citizen may petition the FWS or NMFS  

ÅThe Services may identify species through internal 

studies and discussions 

ÅSubpopulations may be listed as a Distinct 

Population Segment (DPS) if both discreet and 

significant 
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Key Definition ï  

Endangered Species 

ÅAny species in danger of extinction 
throughout all or a significant 
portion of its range  

Bowhead whale  

(Balaena mysticetus)  
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Key Definition ï  

Threatened Species 

ÅAny species likely to become 
endangered in the foreseeable future  

Spectacled Eider  

(Somateria fischeri)  



8 

ESA Listing Criteria 

1. Present or threatened destruction, modification, 
or curtailment of species range or habitat 

2. Over-use for commercial, recreational, 
scientific, or educational purposes 

3. Disease or predation 

4. Inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms 

5. Other natural or man-made factors affecting 
continued existence of species 
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ESA Listing Steps 

ÅPetition 

Å90-day finding on Petition 

ÅSpecies status review -12-month finding 

ÅProposed listing 

ÅFinal listing 

ÅDesignation of critical habitat 

ÅRecovery plan 
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ESA Listings - Alaska 

Å 8 marine mammals 
ï Polar bear 
ïNorthern sea otter (DPS) 
ï Steller sea lion (2 DPSs) 
ï Bowhead whale 
ï Fin whale 
ïHumpback whale 
ïCook Inlet beluga whale (DPS) 

Å 4 birds 
ï Short-tailed albatross 
ï Spectacled eider 
ïStellerôs eider (DPS) 
ï Eskimo curlew (extirpated) 

Å 1 terrestrial mammal 
ï Canadian Lynx  

Å 1 plant  
ï Aleutian shield fern 

 

Å Others (uncommon) 
ï Leatherback sea turtle 
ï Blue whale 
ï North Pacific right whale 
ï Sei whale 
ï Loggerhead sea turtle 
ïGreen sea turtle 
ï Sperm whale 

Å 3 candidate species 
ï Pacific walrus 
ïKittlitzôs murrelet 
ï Yellow-billed loon 

Å 2 proposed species 

ï Ringed seal 

ï Bearded seal 

Å 1 species being reconsidered 
ïRinged seal 
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